MINUTES
City Council Meeting
May 12, 2025

7:00 P.M.
PRESENT: Mayor Ressler, Council Members Sundine, Newman, Johnson and Clark
ALSO PRESENT: Interim City Administrator Zwiener, City Attorney lacovino, Fire Chief

Dean Naatz, Ambulance President Tyler Wilson, Public Works Director
Tony Motl, Police Chief Greg Skillestad, Public Utilities Supervisor Jerry
Mausbach and Kay Fate of the Steele County Times

Absent: None

Mayor Ressler called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on May 12, 2025, at 7:00 P.M.
Mayor Ressler led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Ressler presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in the
Consent Agenda was the following:

Approval of the Agenda for the May 12, 2025 Meeting

Approval of the Minutes of the April 14, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting
Application for Permit to Consume Liquor in Park — July 27, 2025
Application for Permit to Consume Liquor in Park —June 7, 2025

Accept Donation from Dennis Heimerman — Park Improvements

vhwn R

The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: SUNDINE, NEWMAN, RESSLER, JOHNSON

Against: NONE Abstain: CLARK



Motion approving the Consent Agenda with the addition of 7. Disposition of Flower Pots on
Main Street and 8. Compensation to Library Tech was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.
Interim City Administrator Zwiener reviewed with the Council the larger bills. After review, the
following action was taken:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for the Committee Reports. Minutes of the Planning & Zoning Board held
on April 8, 2025; the Blooming Prairie Public Utilities Commission Meeting held on April 8, 2025;
the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission held on April 15, 2025; the Blooming Prairie Police
Commission held on April 23, 2025 and the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission held on
April 15, 2025 were presented. The following action was taken:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented the temporary easements for the Highway 218 project. Interim City
Administrator Zwiener explained that the temporary easements are for payment for the use of
our land during construction. The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE
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Motion authorizing Interim City Administrator Zwiener and Mayor Ressler to sign the temporary
easements for the work on Highway 218 as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented bids for the Central Park bathroom. Bids were received from Dahl &
Sons Construction, Inc. in the amount of $78,550.00 and from Crete Construction, Inc. in the
amount of $86,365.00. After discussion, the Council took the following action:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: CLARK

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion accepting the low bid from Dahl & Sons Construction, Inc. in the amount of $78,550.00
to construct the Central Park bathroom as part of the Central Park Improvements project as
presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented a request from South Central Service Cooperative for a travel stipend
in the amount of $500.00 for out of state candidates to come for the open house and the
interview for the City Administrator position. After discussion, the Council took the following
action:

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: SUNDINE
For: SUNDINE, RESSLER, JOHNSON, CLARK
Against: NEWMAN

Motion denying the $500.00 travel stipend for out-of-state candidates for the open house and
interview for the City Administrator position as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented the hiring of Bethany Anderson for the Library Director position at step
one of the 2025 wage scale with 20 hours of starting vacation. After discussion, the Council
made the following motion:
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Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the hire of Bethany Anderson for the Library Director position as
recommended by the Employee Replacement Committee with a starting pay of $24.53 and 20
hours of starting vacation that may not be paid out on separation of employment as presented
was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on Interim City Administrator Zwiener for information on the Fire
Department Ordinance and the Fire Department By-Laws. Interim City Administrator Zwiener
informed the Council that after consulting with the League of Minnesota Cities research
department their guidance was clear. There needs to be a Fire Department Ordinance and
there needs to be Fire Relief Association By-Laws. The information that is in the Fire
Department By-Laws should be in the Personnel Policy. Interim City Administrator Zwiener
suggested requesting that City Attorney lacovino make the changes to the Fire Department
Ordinance for a first reading at the June 9, 2025 City Council Meeting and that Attorney lacovino
make the needed changes to the City of Blooming Prairie Personnel Policy to be presented at
the July 14, 2025 City Council Meeting. After discussion, the Council made the following
motions:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to request that City Attorney lacovino revise the Fire Department Ordinance to be read
at the June 9, 2025 Council meeting and request City Attorney lacovino write the section of the
personnel policy as it pertains to the Volunteer/Paid On-Call Fire Fighters to be completed
before July 14, 2025 as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented calling a City Council work session to be centered around discussing
the Police Department Memorandum of Understanding that was presented to and signed by
City Administrator Aeschliman prior to her departure. This memorandum has not been
presented to the Council. The Council made the following motion:
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Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion calling a City Council Work Session for June 9, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. as presented was duly
carried.

Mayor Ressler presented the disposition of the flower pots on Main Street. City Council
Member Johnson informed the Council that Pat Misgen has expressed her intent to not plant
and water the pots on Main Street this year. After discussion, the Council made the following
motion:

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: SUNDINE
For: ALL Against: NONE
Motion to contact the Chamber of Commerce to see if they would like to plant and water the

pots this year and if they decline that the flower pots would be removed for the summer 2025
as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented compensation to Library Technician Laura Larson for the additional
duties she has taken on while searching for a new Library Director. After discussion, the Council
made the following motion:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to compensate Library Technician Laura Larson $200.00 per month for the months of
March, April and May to be paid at the completion as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for Public Comments. There were none.
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Mayor Ressler called on Fire Chief Naatz to update the Council on the Fire Department. Fire
Chief Naatz informed the Council that the three new recruits have completed their training.

Chief Naatz informed the Council that the FEMA grant that the Fire Department applied for is
still on hold and that there is still a need for 18 sets of turn out gear before the middle of 2026.

Mayor Ressler called on Ambulance President Tyler Wilson to update the Council on the
Ambulance. Ambulance President Wilson informed the Council that four new recruits have
completed the EMT course.

Ambulance President Wilson informed the Council that the new computers are in the rigs and
they will be finding a way to install them properly in the rigs.

Mayor Ressler called on Interim City Administrator Zwiener for the Administrator’s Report.
Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council of the updates with the search for the
next City Administrator.

Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that there has been no update from
the House or the Senate on the Bills that have been presented.

Interim City Administrator Zwiener updated the Council on the change over of ambulance billing
and the steps involved. The go live date is still set for June 15, 2025.

Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that LGA has been cut by 3.1% for
2026. This means a decrease of about $25,000.00 for Blooming Prairie.

Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that the total fundraising by the Park
Advisory Committee currently sits at $144,123.00 with the Mother’s Day Brunch, the Duelling
Pianos and the Throne Challenge still in the works.

Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that the 2024 Audit has been
completed and the Utility audit will be presented tomorrow at the Utility Commission meeting
and the City and Utility audit will be presented to the Council at the June 9, 2025 Council
meeting.

Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that the Police Department, the City
Attorney and herself met with the Steele County records department and Sheriff Lon Thiele to
review report writing, issues with report information and other procedural items. Interim City
Administrator Zwiener reminded the Council that Steele County will start charging the City of
Blooming Prairie for their records services in 2026.
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Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council of an Open House for the Highway 218
resurfacing project from Blooming Prairie to Austin will be held at the Lansing Town Hall on May
22,2025 from 4:00 P.M. — 6:00 P.M.

Mayor Ressler called on City Attorney lacovino for the City Attorney’s report. City Attorney
lacovino informed the Council that he would like to see a Resolution passed by this Council
declaring who the custodian of the Blooming Prairie Police Department records is. Steele
County has kept them at no cost for many years. Their plan is to start charging the City of
Blooming Prairie for this service starting in 2026.

Mayor Ressler called for Council Member’s Reports.

Council Member Newman inquired about a columbarium for the Blooming Prairie city
cemetery. This has been looked into in the past. Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed
the Council that City Administrator Aeschliman has a file with the prices and she would share
them.

City Council Member Clark inquired about paying employees as fire fighters and EMT’s. Interim
City Administrator Zwiener and Council Member Johnson informed Council Member Clark that
city employees are paid their regular wage for going on the call. They are not being paid the
additional $10.00 per call as this is considered double dipping. There were other questions
asked about how firefighters and EMT’s are compensated. Ambulance Director Wilson and
Interim City Administrator Zwiener explained the stipend, pay or retirement that the fire fighters
and EMTs are paid.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following
action:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.

Terri S. Zwiener
Interim City Administrator
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