MINUTES
City Council Meeting
August 10, 2026
7:00 PM.

PRESENT: Mayor Ressler, Council members Sundine, Newman, Johnson and Clark

ALSO

Absent:

Mayor
PM.

Mayor

Mayor

PRESENT:  City Administrator Martens, City Attorney Jason Iacovino, Public Works
Director Tony Motl, Officer Brad Busho, Annette Duncan-Steele County
United Way, and Christoph Dundas

None

Ressler called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on August 10, 2026, at 7:00

Ressler led the Council, and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ressler presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in the Consent

Agenda were the following:
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2.
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11.

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes of July 13, 2026, Flood Plain Ordinance Public Hearing
Approval of Minutes of July 13, 2026, TH218 Corridor Sewer and Water Utility
Improvement Facility Plan

Approval of Minutes of July 13, 2026, Regular City Council Meeting

Approval of Minutes of July 29, 2026, Special City Council Work Session
Accept Donation from John K. & Luise V. Hanson Foundation for Pickleball Court
Maintenance

Approve $ .50 hourly stipend for additional license — Brandon Holevoet
Approve Gambling Permit — Prairie Manor, Inc.

Approve Street Closure for Event — 4™ Street NE

Approve additional election judge due to emergency

Approve Temporary liquor licenses
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The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the Consent Agenda as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports. City
Administrator Martens reviewed with the Council the larger bills. After review, the following
action was taken:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for the Committee Reports. Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public
Utilities Commission Meeting held on July 14, 2026; the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission
held on July 14, 2026; and the Blooming Prairie Police Commission Meeting held July 15, 2026,
were presented. The following action was taken:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on Annette Duncan with the Steele County United way. Duncan presented
information on the United Way’s “Born Learning Trail” program. Duncan inquired if the United
Way could evaluate Central Park in Blooming Prairie to possibly add to their program. The
council authorized and directed Duncan to perform an initial evaluation and with input from
Administrator Martens and Public Works Director Motl present a plan at the next city council
meeting.
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Mayor Ressler called on Administrator Martens to present information regarding an update to the
employee policy manual. Administrator Martens informed the council that on the transition to
the new policy manual, severance pay language was missed.

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON
For: ALL Against: NONE
Motion to approve adding the language as presented by staff into section 17.02 of the Employee
Policy Manual, correcting an oversight and acknowledging employees ability to transfer 50% of

their sick leave into a Health Savings Plan administered by the MN State Retirement system as
presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens to present the Artificial Intelligence (AD)
Tool Policy. Administrator Martens explained how Al tools have impacted local government and
how it is important to have a policy to govern use and oversight.

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN
For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to approve and adopt the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tool Usage Policy as presented was
duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens to present CEDA Contract Information.
Administrator Martens presented a sample CEDA contract and asked the council to consider
authorizing the EDA to enter into a contract with CEDA for support.

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: CLARK

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to authorize the EDA to enter into an agreement for services with CEDA at a rate of not
to exceed $4,100 for 4™ Quarter of 2026 as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens to present Classification and Compensation
Study discussion information. Administrator Martens presented possible options to address
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wages during ongoing budget conversations. After much discussion, the council chose not to
move forward at this time.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for information on the calling a Special
Meeting to discuss the 2027 General Fund Budget. Administrator Martens is requesting a 2"
work session to allow a more in-depth conversation and to address council objectives and
expectations for staff preparing the preliminary budget. The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to call a Budget Work Session Monday August 24, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. in the City Council
Chambers. as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for Public Comments. There was no public requesting to be heard.

Mayor Ressler called on Public Works Director Motl for his department update. Public Works
Director Motl informed the council that the summer schedule has been working really well.
They are continuing to work on patching and street projects and will soon attack the tree project.
Council Member Clark addressed the problem with dog feces in the ice rink area. City
Administrator Martens and Public Works Director Motl will look into further.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for the Administrator’s Report. City
Administrator Martens informed the Council of what he has accomplished this month along with

recognizing employee birthdays and employment anniversaries.

Mayor Ressler called on City Attorney Iacovino for the City Attorney’s report. City Attorney
Tacovino recapped last month’s attorney activity.

Council Member Johnson praised the Police, Fire and Ambulance Departments on the success of
National Night Out.

Mayor Ressler closed the meeting citing MN Statute 13D.05, sub. 3(a) — Performance
Evaluations — Tony Motl — Terri Zwiener — Greg Skillestad — Bethany Anderson

The City Council Meeting was reopened at 8:07 pm.

Mayor Ressler summarized that the employees received favorable performance reviews.
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There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following
action:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.

Anthony Martens
City Administrator
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