MINUTES
City Council Meeting

May 11, 2026
7:00 P.M.
PRESENT: Mayor Ressler, Council members Sundine, Newman and Johnson
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Martens, Deputy City Clerk/Finance Director Zwiener,

City Attorney lacovino, Kay Fate of the Steele County Times, Police Chief
Gregg Skillestad, Officer Dan Peah, Officer Travis Belich, Officer Brad
Busho, Ambulance Director Karissa Fawver, Fire Chief Dean Naatz, Auditor
Chad Guse of Abdo, Tim & Kathy Duren, John Duren, Bradley and Casey
Belich and Marianne Belich

Absent: Council Member Clark

Mayor Ressler called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on May 11, 2026, at 7:00 P.M.
Mayor Ressler led the Council, and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Ressler presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in the
Consent Agenda were the following:

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes of April 13, 2026 — Regular City Council Meeting
Approval of Minutes of April 27, 2026 ~ Special City Council Meeting
Accept Donation from Ron Kubista to the Blooming Prairie Ambulance
Accept Gambling Request ~ Blooming Prairie Cancer Group

AR

The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: SUNDINE
For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the Consent Agenda as presented was duly carried.
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Mayor Ressler presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports. City
Administrator Martens reviewed with the Council the larger bills. After review, the following
action was taken:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for the Committee Reports. Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public
Utilities Commission Meeting held on April 14, 2026; the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission held
on April 14, 2026; and the Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission held on April 14, 2026,
were presented. The following action was taken:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on Chad Guse of Abdo. Auditor Guse presented the 2025 Annual Audit
and Financial Report. Auditor Guse informed the Council that the Auditor’s Opinion was a
qualified opinion under General Accepted Accounting Principles and that there were no
instances of noncompliance. Auditor Guse presented information on the General Fund, Special
Revenue Fund, the Capital Project Fund, the Debt Service Fund and the Enterprise Funds
including the Sewer Fund, the Storm Sewer Fund, the Ambulance Fund, the Cemetery Fund, the
Light and Power Fund and the Water Fund. All Funds except for the Light and Power Fund and
the Water Fund meet or exceed the target balance for the following year which is 50% of
operating costs. The Council took the following action:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to accept the 2025 Audit Report as presented by Abdo was duly carried.
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Mayor Ressler called on Police Chief Skillestad to present life-saving pins during National Police
Week. Police Chief Skillestad recognized and presented pins to Officer Belich for saving the life
of a choking two-week-old child. Also recognized were Officer Peach for 5 lives saved, Officer
Busho for two lives saved and Chief Skillestad for 5 lives saved.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for information on Write-in vote procedure.
City Administrator Martens informed the Council that currently on election day every write-in
vote must be tallied. This process is extremely time-consuming and generally includes fictitious
characters and others not eligible for the office. The proposed resolution would require a write-
in candidate to file a written request for their votes to be individually tallied. The request must
be filed with the filing officer for that office no later than the 19* day before the general
election. The resolution also requires that write-in votes only be individually tallied if the total
number of write-in votes is equal or greater than the fewest number of non-write-in votes for a
candidate on the ballot. The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON
For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to adopt Resolution 26-05-02 approving Write-in procedure for local elections as
presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for information on making a transfer from
the general fund to the capital fund. City Administrator Martens informed the Council that the
City Council adopted a General Fund budget on December 8, 2025. As part of that budget,
$10,178.13 was allocated as part of the Public Works tree removal budget to purchase a stump
grinder. Since the purchase is over $10,000.00, best practice is to capitalize the purchase. The
Council took the following action:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: JOHNSON
For: ALL Against: NONE
Motion approving Resolution 26-05-03, transferring $10,178.13 from the General Fund (101) to
the Capital Fund (402) as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for information on participation on the
National Flood Insurance Program. City Administrator Martens informed the Council that for

Blooming Prairie City Council Meeting Minutes May 11, 2026



residents to purchase flood insurance, the City must adopt a floodplain ordinance and
resolution to join the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). There is currently no ordinance
in place allowing residents the opportunity to purchase flood insurance. City Administrator
Martens explained that the City of Blooming Prairie is not in a FEMA-mapped floodplain area
and adopting the program and resolution would not require any resident to purchase said
insurance protection. The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to direct staff to draft ordinance and resolution documents for participation in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for information about Consolidated Trash
Collection. City Administrator Martens informed the Council that during budget discussions, the
Council expressed interest in consolidated trash collection program that would decrease heavy
truck traffic on the roads within the City of Blooming Prairie, provide better customer service
and decrease costs. After discussion, the Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN
For: ALL Against: NONE
Motion to direct staff to proceed with notification of trash haulers, publication in the official
newspaper and to draft ordinance documents associated with consolidated trash collection as
presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens about the Smoke-Free Ordinance. A draft
ordinance was presented. After lengthy discussion the Council made the following motion:
Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: Johnson

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to direct staff to tailor the smoke free ordinance to be specific to City of Blooming
Prairie property only as presented was duly carried.

Blooming Prairie City Council Meeting Minutes May 11, 2026



Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for additional information about
notification to Southeast Service Cooperative that the City of Blooming Prairie is discussing
other insurance avenues. To leave the pool, notice must be made in a timely fashion. The
Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to have staff provide notice to Southeast Service Cooperative and MN Healthcare
Consortium of the City of Blooming Prairie’s intent to RFP for insurance coverage options
outside of the pool we are currently enrolled in as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for information on the sealcoating bids.
City Administrator Martens informed the Council that the city received 3 bids for sealcoating:

Allied Blacktop Company:  $33,026.40
Pearson Brothers: $34,354.75
Fahrner Asphalt Sealers: $43,827.83

City Administrator Martens informed the Council that while Allied Blacktop Company was the
low bidder, it is the recommendation of Public Works Director Motl and City Administrator
Martens to award the bid to Pearson Brothers. Pearson Brothers has completed many projects
within the City of Blooming Prairie over the past 10 years. The city is very familiar with their
work that is exceptional and they have stood behind their work. The cost difference is
negligible. After discussion, the Council made the following motion:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to award the 2026 sealcoat contract to Pearson Brothers for $34,354.75 as presented
was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for additional information on the Library
Page. City Administrator Martens explained to the Council that in the past the library has had
two part-time positions as Library Tech 1 and Library Tech 2. The Library Tech 1 position has
normally been filled with part-time high school help. Library Director Anderson and
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Administrator Martens believe there is a need to eliminate the Library Tech 1 position and
create a new position of Library Page. This position more closely matches the need and
responsibilities for this part-time position. After consideration, the Council made the following
motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON
For: ALL Against: NONE
Motion to approve the elimination of the Library Tech 1 position, approve the Library Page job
description, and to approve the hiring of Raylee Miner as Library Page at a rate of $12.00 per

hour with the expectation of 15 hours per week during the summer as presented was duly
carried,

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for additional information on wastewater
lift station repairs. City Administrator Martens informed the Council that the Firemen’s Park lift
station needs repair. These repairs are necessary to remove, inspect and maintain pumps in the
lift station. While lift station repairs are a normal budgeted item in the Capital plan, this repair
does exceed our planned repair budget and needs to be addressed immediately. The bids were
as follows:

Midwest Pump Works: $20,439.30
WW Goetsch: $28,976.00

The Council took the following action:

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to award lift station repairs to Midwest Pump Works in the amount of $20,439.30 as
presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for Public Comments. There was no public requesting to be heard.
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Mavyor Ressler called on Fire Chief Dean Naatz for his department update. Chief Naatz informed
the Council that there are currently 29 members. One member retired in March. Two of the
new members’ probation period is up. Three new members have just completed training.

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Council that they are still short 9 sets of turnout gear and have
raised $15,000.00 in donations to help pay for those and they will be applying for a FEMA grant
to help pay for turnout gear and handheld radios.

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Council that the Hayfield Fire Department donated 16-18 VHF
pagers to the BPFD.

Fire Chief Naatz informed the Council that they have received a 50/50 matching DNR Grant.
Mayor Ressler called on Karissa Fawver, President of the Blooming Prairie Ambulance
Association for the department update. Ambulance Association President Fawver informed the

Council that they are currently down to 11 members.

Ambulance Association President Fawver informed the Council that they will be holding their
Open House Tuesday May 19, 2026, from 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for the Administrator’s Report. City
Administrator Martens informed the Council of what he has accomplished this month along

with recognizing employee birthdays and employment anniversaries.

Mayor Ressler called on City Attorney lacovino for the City Attorney’s report. Attorney lacovino
informed the Council of the steady criminal cases this month.

Mayor Ressler called for Council Member’s Reports. There were none.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following
action:

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.

RAhthony Martens
City Administrator
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