
MINUTES 
City Council Meeting 

August 11, 2025 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Ressler, Council Members Sundine, Newman, Johnson and 

Clark 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Interim City Administrator Zwiener, City Attorney Iacovino, Public 

Works Director Tony Motl, Kay Fate of the Steele County Times, 
Annette Duncan of the United Way of Steele County, Colby 
Johnson, Harvey Farr, Colette Lea and Representative Patricia 
Mueller 

 
 
Absent:                     None 
 
 
 
Mayor Ressler called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on August 11, 2025, at 
7:00 P.M. 
 
Mayor Ressler led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Ressler presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in 
the Consent Agenda was the following: 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda for the August 11, 2025 Meeting 
2. Approval of the Minutes of the July 14, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting 
3. Approve Gambling Premise Permit Application (LG214)- Blooming Prairie Fire 

Department Relief Association – Bunkies Grille & Lanes 311 East Main Street 
 
The Council made the following motion: 
 
 
Motion by:  JOHNSON   Seconded by:  SUNDINE 
 
For:   ALL    Against:   NONE  
   
 
Motion approving the Consent Agenda as presented was duly carried. 
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Mayor Ressler presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial 
Reports.  Interim City Administrator Zwiener reviewed with the Council the larger bills.  
After review, the following action was taken: 
 
 
Motion by:  SUNDINE   Seconded by:  NEWMAN 
 
For:   ALL    Against:   NONE 
 
 
Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly 
carried. 
 
 
Mayor Ressler called for the Committee Reports.  Minutes of the Planning & Zoning 
Board held on July 1, 2025; the Blooming Public Utilities Commission Meeting held on 
July 15, 2025 and the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission held on July 15, 2025 were 
presented.  The following action was taken: 
 
 
Motion by:  SUNDINE   Seconded by:  JOHNSON 
 
For:   ALL    Against:   NONE 
 
 
Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried. 
 
 
Mayor Ressler called on Colby Johnson for a presentation to the Council for a proposed 
Eagle Scout project at Central Park.  Colby Johnson informed the Council that he is 
proposing to construct a Gaga Ball Pit at Central Park.  The project will be completed 
with donated materials this fall.  Mr. Johnson explained the game and the Council asked 
questions.   The Council made the following motion: 
 
 
Motion by:  SUNDINE   Seconded by:  NEWMAN 
 
For:   ALL    Against:   NONE  
 
 
Motion approving the request from Colby Johnson to construct a Gaga Ball Pit at 
Central Park in order to earn his Eagle Scout as presented was duly carried. 
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Mayor Ressler presented the second reading of the amended Fire Department 
Ordinance.  There was no one present for the public hearing held on August 11, 2025 at 
6:30 P.M.  After the reading the Council made the following motion:   
 
 
Motion by:  SUNDINE    Seconded by: JOHNSON 
 
For:   ALL     Against:  NONE  
 
 
Motion approving the amended City of Blooming Prairie Fire Department Ordinance and 
approved the publication of the summary as presented was duly carried. 
 
 
Mayor Ressler called on Interim City Administrator Zwiener to present the proposed 
2026 wage grid.   
 
Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that she is recommending a 4% 
Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for 2026. She noted that, according to the League of 
Minnesota Cities’ wage survey, several positions within the City are currently underpaid 
when compared to similar-sized cities. 
 
Administrator Zwiener presented the results of the wage study for each job classification 
and reminded the Council that the State of Minnesota Pay Equity report is due in 2026. 
Following an extensive discussion, the Council made the following motion: 
 
 
Motion by:  SUNDINE   Seconded by:  JOHNSON 
 
For:   SUNDINE, JOHNSON, RESSLER and NEWMAN 
     
Against:  CLARK   
  
 
Motion to approve the 2026 Wage Grid reflecting a 3% Cost of Living Adjustment 
(COLA) for the full-time employees with the City and the Public Utilities as presented 
was duly carried. 
 
 
Mayor Ressler called for Public Comments.  Karen Duncan of the United Way of Steele 
County invited the Council to a System Design Clinic on September 10, 2025 from 9:00 
A.M. -4:00 P.M. to identify how our community leaders and communities can aid 
homelessness. 
 
Mayor Ressler called on Public Works Director Tony Motl.  Public Works Director Motl 
updated the Council on the installation of the anodes at the wastewater treatment plant. 
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Public Works Director Motl informed the Council that the sealcoating has been 
completed and under budget.   
 
Public Works Director Motl informed the Council that he will be attending a meeting of 
the Steele County Emergency management to apply for disaster assistance.   
 
Public Works Director Motl informed the Council that the street department will be 
patching in the coming weeks. 
 
Public Works Director Motl informed the Council that he is scheduled to purchase a 
plow truck this year.  He informed the Council that he has a few leads on used plow 
trucks, but waiting for the municipalities to receive their new models and advertise the 
old.  
 
Public Works Director Motl updated the Council on the central park bathroom.  It was 
the consensus of the Council to use the cream and brown color concept. 
 
Mayor Ressler called on Interim City Administrator Zwiener for the Administrator’s 
Report.  Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that there is a need to 
replace an Ambulance Commissioner. 

Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that there is no update on the 
Highway 218 funding. 

Interim City Administrator Zwiener informed the Council that she will make a claim to the 
League of Minnesota Cities from the July 28, 2025 storm so that they will send out an 
adjuster to look at our buildings for damage. 

Mayor Ressler called on City Attorney Iacovino for the City Attorney’s report.  City 
Attorney Iacovino recapped his city business for the month. 
 
City Attorney Iacovino informed the Council that he had a lunch meeting with Anthony 
Martens to introduce himself and discuss some issues. 
 
Mayor Ressler called for Council Member’s Reports.  There were none. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the 
following action: 
 
 
Motion by:  NEWMAN   Seconded by:  SUNDINE 
 
For:   ALL    Against:   NONE 
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Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried. 
 
 
 
 
Terri S. Zwiener 
Interim City Administrator 
 
 
 


