MINUTES
City Council Meeting
September 8§, 2025
7:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Mayor Ressler, Council members Sundine, Newman, Johnson and Clark

ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Martens, Finance Director Zwiener, City Attorney
Iacovino, Police Officer Dan Peach, Fire Chief Dean Naatz, Ambulance
Association President Tyler Wilson, Andy Leisen and Kay Fate of the
Steele County Times

Absent: None

Mayor Ressler called the Regular City Council Meeting to order on September 8, 2025, at 7:00
PM.

Mayor Ressler led the Council and others present in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Ressler presented the Consent Agenda for the Council’s approval. Included in the Consent
Agenda was the following:

1. Approval of the Agenda for the September 8, 2025 Meeting

2. Approval of the Minutes of the August 11, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting

3. Approval of the Minutes of Public Hearing — Amended Fire Department Ordinance —
August 11, 2025

4. Approval of three Applications for 1-4 Day Temporary Liquor Licenses — Westfield

Razorback Wrestling Boosters

Approve Resolution Accepting Donation for Pickleball Court — Dorothy Trom

6. Approve Resolution Accepting Donation for Park Equipment — BP Recreation
Association

N

The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE
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Motion approving the Consent Agenda as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented for the Council’s review Accounts Payable and Financial Reports.
Finance Director Zwiener reviewed with the Council the larger bills. After review, the following
action was taken:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the Accounts Payable and Financial Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for the Committee Reports. Minutes of the Blooming Prairie Public
Utilities Commission Meeting held on August 12, 2025; the Blooming Prairie Fire Commission
held on August 12, 2025; Blooming Prairie Ambulance Commission Meeting held on August 19,
2025; and the Blooming Prairie Police Commission Meeting held on August 20, 2025 were
presented. Council member Clark requested that additional information from Monthly Police
Incident Reports be shared with the Council. The following action was taken:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion accepting the Committee Reports as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler presented the appointment of Margo White to the Ambulance Commission. The
city received a resignation letter from Ambulance Commissioner Brian Betlach on June 24,
2025. The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the appointment of Margo White to complete the remaining term of Brian
Betlach on the Ambulance Commission as recommended by Mayor Ressler was duly carried.
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Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens to present the proposed 2026 General Funds
Budget. City Administrator Martens highlighted the adjustments to revenues and expenditures
that were made from the 2025 Budget creating a 14.7% preliminary levy increase. After
discussion, the Council took the following action:

Motion by: NEWMAN Seconded by: CLARK

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the proposed 2026 General Fund Budget, setting the 2026 Truth in Taxation

Hearing for Monday, December 8, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. and approving the Resolution 25-09-03
adopting the proposed 2026 Property Tax Levy as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens to present the Proposed 2026 Enterprise
Funds budgets. City Administrator Martens highlighted the notable changes in the Enterprise
funds budgets. After discussion, the Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion approving the proposed 2026 Enterprise Funds Budgets for the Sanitary Sewer, the
Cemetery, the Storm Sewer and the Ambulance fund as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens about the sale of the Senior Center. City
Administrator Martens explained that he wanted direction on the continued use of the Senior
Center and whether the Council was still considering sale. After a lengthy discussion, the
Council took the following action:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: JOHNSON

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to proceed with the sealed “as is” sale of the Senior Center located at 134 3™ Ave SE as
presented was duly carried,
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Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for information about the purchase of a
laptop for Administration. City Administrator Martens informed the Council that the
security/website/Office 365 upgrade was coming in at significantly less cost than the $8,500.00
originally budgeted for it. With that, Administrator Martens would like to purchase a laptop to
allow administration to access city files through the Teams App and allow access the ability to be
more accessible to staff while away from the office. The Council made the following motion:

Motion by: SUNDINE Seconded by: NEWMAN

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion to purchase a laptop computer out of capital funds set aside for the
security/website/Office 365 upgrade for 2025 as presented was duly carried.

Mayor Ressler called for Public Comments. There were no public comments received.

Mayor Ressler called on Fire Chief Dean Naatz for his department update. Fire Chief Naatz
informed the Council that the Fire Department is at 28 members. There will be a resignation at
the meeting tonight bringing the department to 27. Chief Naatz would like to advertise for 3-4
Firefighters.

Chief Naatz informed the Council that they were turned down for the $511,000.00 2024 regional
FEMA Grant that they applied for with the Blooming Prairie Ambulance and some other area
Fire Departments for radios. The Fire Department will need to look to other avenues for
replacing radios. At this time, they will need to replace batteries in the radios they have.

Chief Naatz informed the Council that they were also turned down for the 2024 FEMA Grant for
gear in the amount of $77,900.00. 15 Sets of gear have been ordered and will be delivered yet in
2025. In 2026 seven additional sets will expire.

Chief Naatz informed the Council for planning purposes SCBAs will have to be replaced in
2029, radios and sirens in the near future also.

Mayor Ressler called on Ambulance Association President Tyler Wilson for his department
update. President Wilson informed the Council that the EMSRB inspection on August 1, 2025.
The ambulance passed the inspection. The EMSRB shared their suggestions for continued
success.

President Wilson informed the Council of the possibility of two resignations within the next year.

President Wilson informed the Council of some suggestions in scheduling and daytime calls.

President Wilson informed the Council that new recruits have been on quite a few calls since
passing their tests giving them good experience.
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Mayor Ressler called on City Administrator Martens for the City Administrator’s Report. City
Administrator Martens informed the Council of many of the items he has completed in the last
three weeks.

City Administrator Martens informed the Council of the Capital Investment Committee’s tour
stopping in Blooming Prairie on Wednesday, September 17, 2025 at 11:30 AM. Administrator
Martens invited all available to be here as this is for funding in 2026 for the Highway 218
project.

City Administrator Martens informed the Council that State Senator Tina Smith’s Office has
informed us that we have been identified as recipients of $1,000,000.00 in Clean Water funds.
These funds are not final until voted on by Congress and signed into law by the President.

City Administrator Martens informed the Council of some of the meeting he has attended and
will attend in the near future.

City Administrator Martens informed the Council that the city will be applying for a SMIF Grant
to conduct a housing study to aid in receiving state or federal funding for development.

Mayor Ressler called on City Attorney Iacovino who recapped last month’s City business.

City Attorney lacovino informed the Council that police union negotiations that will be in the
near future.

Mayor Ressler called for Council Member’s Reports. City Council Member Newman suggested
looking at selling the farm site in Freeborn County that the City of Blooming Prairie owns along
with any other assets that the city may not be using.

Mayor Ressler thanked the Council and staff for the flowers given in memory of his father.

City Council Member Newman thanked Finance Director Zwiener for all of the hard work and
hours as the Interim City Administrator. Mayor Ressler and the Council also expressed their
gratitude. Administrator Martens informed the Council that Finance Director Zwiener has been
very supportive in the transition.

City Council Member Clark expressed his concern that the building permits were not being
approved timely due to canceled meetings. Finance Director Zwiener informed Council member
Clark that all building permitting is contracted through Steele County and that the building
permits are presented at Planning & Zoning, but are already approved by Steele County. Council
Member Clark then expressed a concern about why the city has a Planning and Zoning Board.
Council Member Newman and City Attorney lacovino informed Council Member Clark of the
many items that would come before the Planning & Zoning Board.

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Council took the following
action:
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Motion by: JOHNSON Seconded by: SUNDINE

For: ALL Against: NONE

Motion adjourning the Meeting was duly carried.

Anthony Martens
City Administrator
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